Prophecy Corner
Is God Angry?
January 2012 Vol. 9 No. 1


I believe more than ever before that the world is in the “Last Days” and we are beginning to witness the anger of a just God.  He is a God of peace, love, mercy and all things good and Holy.  However, the Bible clearly reveals there have been times when He was a God of wrath, great wrath!  It also teaches us that His greatest wrath of all time will result in the total defeat and destruction of Satan and all evil.  Death and hell will be cast into the lake of fire, the final and eternal hell, the second death. (Revelation 20:14)  (Hallelujah, come soon Lord Jesus!)

This past Sept 11, Joel Rosenberg delivered a sermon entitled, “Four Reasons Why God is Shaking America and the World”.  I wish I had room here to share it with you in its entirety.  I think you can get it by logging on to Joel Rosenberg’s September 13, 2011, blog, “Four Reasons Why God is Shaking America and the World”.  This site will also give you access to all his reference material for the message.  

Here are the excerpts:  
Thousands of years ago, through the Hebrew Prophet Haggai, God told us what He was going to do — that He was going to shake us. “For thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land. I will shake all the nations…. I am going to shake the heavens and the earth. I will overthrow the thrones of kingdoms and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations.’” (Haggai 2:6-7, 21-22)
That’s what Bible prophecy is – an intercept from the mind of the all-knowing, all-seeing God of the universe….a weather report from the future….a storm warning from the future — not so that we will be afraid, but so that we will be awake and ready and faithful and walking close to Jesus when the storms come.
God didn’t cause 9/11 to happen….fanatics devoted to the false teachings of Radical Islam caused 9/11 to happen….but the True and Living God — the God of the Bible — let it happen to shake America….to get our attention….to wake us up.

In the Book of Hebrews we read: “See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven. And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.” (Hebrews 12:25-26) 
Our Lord Jesus Christ — sitting with His disciples on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem — also warned in Matthew 24 that we would be shaken in the last days, those days leading up to Jesus’ return. “The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the power of the heavens will be shaken,” Jesus said. And then, when men least expect it, Jesus said, “the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. (Matthew 24:29-30)
America was shaken on 9/11. Today, God is shaking us again.
· Nine of the ten costliest – most expensive – hurricanes in American history have happened since 9/11. The worst was Hurricane Katrina which nearly wiped out an American city and ended up costing $108 billion.
·  Hurricane Irene will likely rank in the top five and has made 2011 the worst year in American history for natural disasters, with ten separate catastrophes costing $1 billion or more.
· This year, we’ve seen the worst outbreak of tornadoes in nearly half a century.
· The worst fires in the history of Texas – amidst the worst drought in the history of the state.
· The biggest earthquake on the East Coast since 1875.
· The biggest earthquake in Colorado since 1882.
At the same time, our economy is being shaken to its core.
· 42,000 American factories have shut down since 9/11. 
· Fourteen million Americans have lost their jobs just in the past few years.
· Millions of families have lost their homes.
· Washington is running up the national credit card to jump start our economy, but it’s not working.
· Our federal debt is now more than $14 trillion – that’s trillion with a “t.” It’s hard to imagine so much money. But put it this way: if we were to pay one dollar per second every hour of every day of every month to pay down our national debt, it would take us more than 32,000 years just to pay off $1 trillion – but we have more than $14 trillion of debt.
That’s the economy.  But what of the state of our culture?

•   Since 1973, more than 53 million abortions. More than 53 million children murdered, and there is no end in sight.
 •  Pornography revenues today exceed the revenues of ABC, CBS and NBC –combined.
 • Today the pornography industry is larger than the revenues of Microsoft, Google, Amazon, eBay, Yahoo!, Apple, Netflix and EarthLink – combined.
    Yet God isn’t merely shaking America — the Lord said through the prophet Haggai, “I will shake all the nations.”
· Japan is suffering what her Prime Minister calls the worst disaster since World War II – a devastating earthquake, the resulting tsunami, and multiple nuclear meltdowns all at once. 
· Australians have faced devastating flooding this year – one headline read: “Australia Faces Biblical Floods” 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]God is shaking the Arab world through revolutions and uprisings. The prophet Haggai said, “I will overthrow the thrones of kingdoms and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations.” And sure enough we have seen rulers and regimes overthrown and destroyed in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, and Libya – and more may be coming.
· Russia is suffering the worst drought in 100 years. 
· China is currently suffering its worst drought in 200 years. 
· The earthquake in Christchurch last year was the worst in the history of New Zealand and left 1/3 of the city’s buildings facing demolition.
· Last year, God shook Haiti – the deadliest earthquake in nearly 500 years, and the second deadliest in all of human history.
The question is: Why is God shaking us?  There are, however, four reasons, I believe. 
First, God is shaking us because He loves us and He wants us to repent – What is repentance? 
God is telling us to stop, because we’re running in the opposite direction, away from Him. He tells us to repent – to turn around – and to come running back to Him so that He can forgive us and dust us off and restore us. And that’s why He shakes us. He is trying to get us to let go of anything and everything we are holding – every form of ideology, or philosophy, or religious beliefs, or political beliefs, or material possessions – whatever we’re holding onto that we think will give us hope and peace and security other than Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son.
Second, God is shaking us because He wants us to realize there is no One else who can satisfy us or give us true peace and security except Jesus Christ – no other water that will quench our spiritual and emotional thirst except His living water, and He wants us to discover Him and draw near to Him and drink the water only Jesus Christ gives us.
Third, God is shaking us because He has a mission for His Church, a mission for each follower of His – good works that He prepared before the world began that we should walk in them – and He doesn’t want us to miss the blessing of serving Him and seeing Him bear fruit through our lives of obedience. 
There is a fourth reason, too — the Lord is shaking us because Jesus Christ is coming back soon, and the time to get right with the Lord is running out.
How do we know Christ is coming back? Because He said so.
Revelation 22:12 – Jesus said, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
We need another Great Awakening here in the United States and around the world like we had in the 18th century with great revivalists like John and Charles Wesley, George Whitfield and Jonathan Edwards.  Some credit Jonathan Edward’s sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” for the salvation of as many as 50,000 conversions.  In a 70 year period, 150 new congregational churches were established and Baptist Churches went from 9 to 400 in America.

Don’t you know God was angry when so many children under two years of age in Bethlehem were slaughtered after the birth of Christ?  The total number then was probably less than 100.  How must He feel now that the United States has murdered over 53 million since 1973?

Don’t you know that He is angry that prayer and the Holy Bible were taken out of schools in 1962 and recently those same schools allowed the Koran and prayer to the idol, Allah?  Watch out for extreme social, economic, governmental, weather and climatic storms in 2012.  Our only refuge and shelter is in Jesus Christ our Lord.  We must be faithful and obedient in these days of His wrath.  He will not protect the unfaithful, lukewarm Christian in these times.  Like it or not, daily prayer, Bible reading, church attendance and tithing can no longer be optional as they may have been in the past for you!  Please, please heed the signs and warnings of these “last days”.  Be diligent, positive and active in your faith.  Don’t be among the lax and lenient believers.  You will be sorry that you didn’t heed the “signs” a year from now.

But, have no fear whatsoever and you won’t if you abide faithful and obedient to the end.

Maranatha,

Apostle Fred

P.S.  If you did not hear or get a copy of Bishop’s message on Sunday, January 1, 2012, you need to get a copy.  You can order a cd in the TIC Bookstore.

