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A little boy came home from Sunday School one day and his mother heard him mumbling and grumbling to himself.  So she asked him what was wrong.  He said, “When I go to school, the teacher is always asking if              we washed our hands before we ate and after play time.  All day long she is talking about germs.  Then I go                 to Sunday School and the teacher talks about Jesus.  All I hear is germs and Jesus, germs and Jesus, and I               never have seen either one of them.” 

Perhaps my primary goal in writing these articles is to help people see some vital things that are invisible, unseen or overlooked by so many believers.  Someone said, “The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed and the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed.”  Such is the case of my subject for this article.

Some of the cause of Israel’s problems is the consequences of their own views of things in general.  All of us are aware of court decisions that are made based on a similar decision in the past.  It might be recent or many, many years in the past.  If an attorney can dig up even some “ancient” case to prove his point, he knows it will go a long way in influencing the judge to decide in his favor.  Many times, good or bad, or wrong or right takes a back seat to a precedent made many years before by a judge and/or jury.

We have over 36 nations represented here at Tabernacle International Church.  Although there is a healthy fellowship between and among them, I find that they are closely knit together and stand united and faithful to their heritage.  I think this is good and should be who and what we are.

Like some of the nations of the Bible that still exist today, they seem to have many of the same basic attitudes and characteristics of thousands of years ago.  If you have read my past articles, you have seen how I address many of these issues.  Israel is no exception.  In fact, it is one of the best examples.

Remember what I showed you about Amalek?  Read I Samuel 15:1-35 and you will see the utter failure of King Saul regarding the Amalekites.  Even though Samuel killed Agag, King of the Amazlekites, many of them lived to fight another day.  (Read my most recent articles if you don’t know what I am talking about here.  You may contact Cynde in the church office for back issues. cyndeelbe@thettabernacle.org)

To get all of my story today, you are going to have to open your Bible to I Samuel 30.  It is quite involved, but it won’t take you long to read it.  This is the story of one of David’s most stressful moments.  You will not fully understand this article if you don’t get your Bible now and read it carefully.

Note: I Samuel 30:1-5 Ziklag is ravaged and destroyed.  Verse 6 tells of David’s distress.  In verses 7 and 8 David seeks God and gets his answer.  Verses  9-20 tells of David’s victory and return to Ziklag.  Verses 21-25 are my focal point for this article, “Share and Share Alike”.

Verse 25 is the precedent to which I have alluded today.  It states, “And it was so from that day forward, that                 he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel unto this day.”  You may put today’s date right there because                it is as true now as it was then.  The nation of Israel, although considered and referred to as a Democracy, has very strong socialistic ideals.  This is seen in their willingness to give up land that is scripturally theirs, God-given.  This all seems so right and looks so good on paper, but it just does not work and never will as long as men live and function in our still to be redeemed bodies and minds.  Man cannot attain such a lofty goal as long as Satan rules and reigns in this world as he does today.  Even born again, sanctified, tongue-talking, pew-jumping believers are still more or less selfish.

How do I know this?  Can you imagine any peoples of this world more like Christ, walking in the power of His might, living as He lived, loving as He loved than the First Century Church?  Many of them walked with Christ, sat at His feet and died martyrs deaths.  Yet they had their differences and “parted ways” to continue doing His will fulfilling His commission.
                                                                  AND…

What happened to their idea of having all things “common”?  Remember Annanias and Sapphira?  Well, the share and share alike did not work well for the rest of the church either and their idea was very short-lived.  Their plan for the church was solely based on I Samuel 30:25 and it failed!  Socialism, like Anarchy, Democracy or any other ideal contrived by man is doomed to fail no matter how idealistic it may seem.  Only a True Theocracy with a live, feeling, true, faithful compassionate God will ever succeed.

Even so, come soon Lord Jesus!

Maranatha (Our Lord Cometh)

Pastor Fred 


 
