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I don’t have a great deal more to say on this subject, but I wanted to add a few interesting historical side items and share some preparatory remarks for my next Prophecy Corner.  I will probably write it next week so you may get more than one Prophecy Corner per month.

I mentioned that the Twin Towers of New York City represented the two main brass columns on the porch of Solomon’s Temple (I Kings 7:13-23).  Verse 13 says the maker of these was a skilled craftsman from Tyre.  Although his name, Hiram, is the same as the king, I do not believe he was the King of Tyre.  Not really an important fact, just interesting.

The names of the pillars were Jachin, taken from Yahweh and meaning “God will establish”, and Boaz.  Although the name of Boaz means “fleeting”, the name as applied to the pillar means “In Him (God) is strength”.  Together they reveal that God is All in All, Creator and Founder who is strong to maintain and swift to redeem.  We know by the book of Ruth that Boaz redeemed her and provided for her mother-in-law, Naomi, all the days of her life.   And, they are ancestors of Christ and King David.  Thus, the symbolism of the Twin Towers, built basically by the efforts of Israel’s financially successful descendants honoring Jahweh in the only way they knew.  The original columns were 40 feet tall including the capitals or “caps”.

Speaking of the lineage of the Messiah, let’s consider Solomon’s further involvement in the history of Israel.  The division of the two houses of Abraham, (Isaac and Ishmael) is a great cause of conflict between the Israelites (Jews) and the Ishmaelites (Arabs).  Basically, all Arabs believe they are descendants of Ishmael and they are the “Blessed” of God since he was the first son of Abraham.  Ishmael was blessed and given a promised destiny, but he was not “THE” child of blessing.  Read all about this in Genesis 17 and 21.  It states clearly in Genesis 21:12 that “in Isaac shall thy seed be called.”  But, verse 13 states that the descendants of Ishmael will also be a great nation.  You can read Abraham’s will in Genesis 25:5 and the descendants of Ishmael in verses 12-18.  

To complicate matters a little more, Solomon’s mother was Bathsheba, who was a direct descendant of Ishmael.  This would appear to give all Arabs even more fuel for their fire.  Now they have even more reason to claim God’s ultimate blessing of someday being the rulers of the whole world with Jehovah God as their Monarch (not Christ).  As a side note:  Muslims, and most everyone else in the world, think Allah is another name for Jahveh (Jehovah) the one and only True God.  Allah was only one of 99 pagan gods, selected by Mohammed and his early disciples as the god of the universe.  Don’t be deceived!  Allah is not another name for the One and only God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you heard the old adage, “Aye, but there’s the rub”?  Even today, descendants of Ishmael can be traced to some degree because he was also circumcised as well as his male descendants.  Although they are great in number, they only represent a small percentage of all Arabs.  Then, where do the rest come from?  There are two answers to this question.

First, after Abraham’s wife Sarah died, he married Keturah (Genesis 25:1, 2).  Keturah was already one of his concubines or as some think, another name for Sarah’s handmaid, Hagar.  At any point, he fathered six sons, seven grandsons and three great-grandsons.  That would account for a lot of Arabs, direct descendants of Abraham but there are more.

Second, Abraham’s son, Isaac, had twin sons named Esau and  Jacob (later known as Israel).  You can read all about their conflicting lives in Genesis 25:20 and on.  In your reading you find that Esau “sold” his birthright as first born to his twin, Jacob.  Genesis 27:1-38 tells the story of his great mistake and loss.  Isaac gave him a six-fold blessing in verses 39 and 40, which included servanthood to Jacob (Israel).  Esau possessed the lush, verdant land of Edom thus becoming the “father” of all Edomites who warred continually with Israel.  Here, again is a case of one’s descendants maintaining the character and attitude of their forefathers.

Esau was a big disappointment to his parents, Isaac and Rebekah, because he married out of his faith and into idolatry.   The generations of Esau are listed in Genesis 36.  This accounts for the greatest percentage of Arabs and why they feel they should have the blessing of God and inheritance of the whole world.  It should explain and give us a good understanding of this vast conflict between Arabs and the rest of the world, not just the Jews. 

In the list of Esau’s descendants you see the name of his grandson, Amalek.  King Saul and later, King David were ordered by God to destroy all Amalekites.  They both failed.  As a result, Hitler was a descendant of Amalek and millions of them exist to this day.  They still have the same hatred of Jews and all other “infidels”.  Remember that the Ammalekites of today make up much of the population of Saudi Arabia.

What about the current calamities, earthquakes, tornadoes etc?  Is the world being judged?  Is America being punished for turning our backs on Israel?  We will talk about this next time.
 
Maranatha (Our Lord Cometh)

Pastor Fred 

