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As a young man, just out of high school studying for the ministry, I was introduced to “prophecy” as found in the Bible.  Even though I was in college with many subjects to study, I always found time to spend on prophetic writings both in the Word and articles written by other ministers and teachers.  Unless you are older than 65 you have no idea regarding the availability of such information then and now.  At that time I had read probably 90% of everything written about prophecy and Israel.  Don’t think I am that proficient.  There were very likely no more than a dozen books of this nature in the entire college library at that time.  In fact, there were virtually no “Christian Book Stores” in those days except for the “denominational” outlets.  Knowledge is certainly on the increase!

One of the things I learned was that the Dead Sea (which has no outlet) contained over 1 trillion dollars worth of a large variety of minerals.  When Israel became a nation, they began extracting them by a very simple method at first.  They gradually started draining off the murkey water into a series of pools, allowing the hot sun to evaporate the water, leaving the highly treasured chemicals behind.  In the meantime, they built a “cracking” station to finish the job of separating the various chemicals and packing them for sale and distribution.  Irrigation and the growth chemicals were then used to turn the Israel desert into the most productive land on the face of the earth.  They are one of the leading nations of the world in exportation of fruit and vegetables.  Try “googling” that.   While you are doing that, look at a map of the World and see how small this God blessed nation is.  For centuries it has been for the most part, a wasteland, useless for growing anything but olive trees.  Isaiah 35:1-2 says it would someday “…Rejoice, and blossom as the rose”.  This would be for the return of Christ to reign as King.

Well, now they have struck oil in this tiny spot on the planet.  When they began drilling about   30 years ago, they soon realized they would have to drill deeper than anyone had ever gone before.  The reason it has taken so long is they kept breaking the drilling bits and they kept running out of money and backers for the adventure.  According to www.israelnationnews.com (Arutz Sheva) this first well will produce over 1/5 billion barrels.  And there is more off shore in the Mediterranean.

A little side note:  Asher, one of the sons of Israel (Jacob) was highly blessed.  Some say the area of land given to his descendants is shaped like a foot.  Check it out for yourself.  Deuteronomy 33:24 says “…Let Asher be blessed with children, let him be acceptable to his brethren and let him dip his foot in oil”.  The location of this well is in the heel area of this foot-shaped segment of land.  I do not know how accurate this next statement is but, I was told by those involved in drilling 30 years ago that the well would be so deep that it might drain the oil from the Arab oil wells miles away.  Now, wouldn’t that be a startling result?

[bookmark: _GoBack]So why would these great nations of the world like China, Russia and the Arab nations want to invade Israel and take over this tiny little speck of land?  Why not?  And what will happen when this takes place?  Exactly what is happening now!  All other nations of the world will stand back and allow Israel to face the “giants” all on her own.  But, like David and Goliath, God will step in and deliver her and He will receive all the glory!  Although I have known all of this for over 50 years, I still could not see the United States abandoning Israel, but I certainly can now.  We have seen the gradual pulling away of the United States support for 20 years or more and the tendency is growing every day now.  Read Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39 for the description of this III World War.  Be not deceived, Israel is chosen of God.  She will arise the victor and Christ will rule and reign with truth and majesty.  So let it be!  Come soon Lord Jesus. 

Maranatha,

Apostle Fred

P.S.  If you are computer savvy, please go to www.factsandlogic.org.  You can sign up there for The FLAME, a very informative newsletter on Israel.  This is the Jewish year of 5772. These next five paragraphs will give you some idea of the proficiency of this little nation.

Time Is Running in Israel's Favor
by Ambassador (ret.) Yoram Ettinger, The Ettinger Report, IsraelHayom.com, October 2, 2011
Time is running in Israel's favor, in contrast with conventional wisdom, as evidenced by the "global economic walk" and irrespective of the "global political talk."

At the outset of the Jewish New Year, 5772, Israel's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is $240BN – with 3% deficit, 5.7% unemployment, 3% interest rate and 3% inflation - compared with $38BN GDP in 1990 and 1BN in 1949. Israel's credit rating has been recently upgraded by Standard & Poor, ranking it among the top OECD economies.

In 1948 Israel had no significant export, compared with $6.7BN current account (mostly trade balance) surplus in 2010, featuring the US, Europe and India as the chief trading partners. Notwithstanding disturbing Turkish statements, Israel-Turkey trade volume has surged 140% since the Islamic party, AKP, assumed power in 2002: $3.45BN in 2010 compared with $1.4BN in 2002. Irrespective of political tension, the first quarter of 2011 features a 40% increase in the mutually-beneficial Israel-Turkey trade over the first quarter of 2010.

In 2011, Israel takes pride in robust exports despite the global economic meltdown, due to its highly specialized lines of exports, which correspond to vital global needs in the areas of pharmaceuticals, medical devices, biomed, agriculture, water technologies, energy alternatives, software, laptop computers, telecommunications and defense industries. The latter features Israel as the fifth largest global defense exporter. The NY-based "Trading Economics" reported a $1BN Israeli current account surplus in the first quarter of 2011.

Recently, the Houston-based Noble Energy discovered proven offshore natural gas reserves, which will transform Israel – by 2014 - from nearly total reliance on imported energy, to a major exporter of natural gas.

The Jewish New Year, 5772, highlights the Jewish State as "a shining high tech city upon a hill," attracting leading global companies, venture capitalists and investment banks, which seek unique manpower and cutting-edge innovative technologies. The European Community appoints Israelis to head its high-technology commissions. Microsoft's CEO, Steve Ballmer, calls Microsoft as much an Israeli company as an American company, because of the importance of its Israeli technologies, such as Kinect gaming motion-sensor interface, the fastest rising consumer electronic product in history. The same applies, increasingly, to Google, Cisco and eBay and Apple's memory systems for its iPhones, iPods and iPads. According to Intel's CEO, Intel would have been devastated by the competition, if not for its four research and development centers and two manufacturing plants in Israel, which developed its most advanced microprocessors, Pentium, Sandbridge, Atom and Centrino. Leading American venture capital funds, Sequoia, Greylock, Accel and Orbimed have become frequent investors in Israel, and some 400 global high tech companies have established research and manufacturing presence in Israel. IBM and Computers Associates (CA) just made their ninth and tenth acquisitions of Israeli companies respectively. Overseas investments in Israel's high-tech exceed any single European country and France and Germany combined.

The American defense industry has been a major beneficiary of Israel's unique technological and battle capabilities. Thus, the current generation of the F-16 features over 600 modifications, introduced by Israel, making it a global success and enhancing the American employment, research and development and export infrastructures. Northrop Grumman's robotics division cooperation with – and sales to – Israel have dramatically upgraded the quality of its products, as has been the case with hundreds of US defense systems employed by Israel.

In retrospect, Arab wars and terrorism, geo-political constraints and limited natural resources have been nothing but bumps on the path of an unprecedented Israeli economic, technological, educational and defense surge, which has benefitted humanity at-large.


